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A n t i - N  f r o m  Moluccella laevis 

A n t i - N  a g g l u t i n i n s  f rom t he  seeds of Vicia graminea 1, 
o t h e r  Viciae a n d  va r ious  Bauhineae 2,3 are k n o w n ;  of 
these,  Vicia graminea a n t i - N  is t he  m o s t  sa t i s fac tory .  
Vicia graminea is ind igenous  to S o u t h  Amer i ca ;  t he  
seeds are the re fo re  n o t  read i ly  ava i l ab le  elsewhere.  

W e  here  r e p o r t  t h e  f ind ing  of a good a n t i - N  agg lu t in in  
a long  w i t h  a n t i - A  in e x t r a c t s  of t h e  seeds of Moluccella 
laevis (Bells of I re land ,  Shell  Flower,  Molucca  B a h n )  of 
t he  N a t u r a l  Order ,  Lab ia t i ae .  T he  seeds are  r ead i ly  
ava i l ab le  f rom seed m e r c h a n t s  in  B r i t a i n  and,  we h a v e  
no  doub t ,  in  o the r  p a r t s  of Europe .  

Moluccella laevis seeds, p u r c h a s e d  f rom T h o m p s o n  & 
M o r g a n  Ltd . ,  Ipswich ,  were  e x t r a c t e d  b y  t he  m e t h o d  
of BOYD a n d  REGOERA 4. F r e s h  c rude  e x t r a c t s  were 
t e s t ed  aga in s t  f resh ly  col lected t h r i ce -washed  cap i l l a ry  
spec imens  of h u m a n  g roup  B or O red  cells suspended  in 
i so tonic  sal ine so lu t ion  (1 vol. of packed  cells to  9 vol. of 
sa l ine  (10%) for t i le  tes ts ,  and  to  24 vol. of sal ine (4%) 
for t u b e  tests) .  

The  agg lu t in in  is r e l a t ive ly  N-specif ic;  a p p r o p r i a t e  
d i lu t ion  read i ly  m a k e s  t he  e x t r a c t  N-specific.  Specif ic i ty  
is qu ick ly  a n d  c lear ly  d e m o n s t r a t e d  e i t he r  b y  a v i d i t y  of 
a g g l u t i n a t i o n  on  a t i le  or b y  c o n v e n t i o n a l  t i t r a t i o n  in tubes .  

The re  are  a l r eady  ind ica t ions  t h a t  t he  Moluccella 
agg lu t in in  m a k e s  a s h a r p  q u a n t i t a t i v e  e s t i m a t e  of N- 
an t i gen  s t r eng th .  Thus ,  t he  agg lu t in in  p romises  to  be  of 
va lue  as a research  tool  in  t h e  MN blood group  sys tem,  
ill wh ich  'dos ing '  r eagen t s  are  of va lue  in de t ec t i ng  
v a r i a n t s  of t he  M a n d  N an t igens .  

As w i t h  t h e  Vicia graminea ant i -N,  t he  ac t ion  of a n t i - N  
on n e u r a m i n i d a s e - t r e a t e d  N N  or MN red  cells is enhanced .  

The  Moluccella laevis agg lu t in iu  has  been  r epo r t ed  as 
non-specif ic  b y  HOSSAINI 5; th i s  could be  due  to  v a r i a t i o n  
a m o n g  s t r a ins  of t he  p l a n t  or, more  likely, to  t he  fac t  
t h a t  t he  t es t s  were r ead  a f t e r  cen t r i fuga t ion .  

Most  specific seed agg lu t in ins  h a v e  been  o b t a i n e d  f rom 
the  genus  Leguminosae. The  Moluccella laevis agg lu t in in  
is t he  second specific agg lu t in in  to  be  found  in t h e  genus  
Labiatiae, t h e  f i rs t  be ing  t h e  an t i -A  agg lu t in in  of Hyptis 
suaveolens 6. A wider  search  a m o n g  seeds of th i s  genus  
m i g h t  be  reward ing .  

F u r t h e r  s tud ies  of t h e  Moluccella laevis agg lu t in in  are 
in progress  and  a comple te  r e p o r t  will a p p e a r  elsewhere.  

Zusammen/assung. I n  S a m e n  yon  Moluccella laevis 
gelang der  Naehweis  yon  A n t i - N - A g g l u t i n i n  m i t  be-  
sonders  s t a rke r  W i r k u n g  auf  N N - E r y t h r o z y t e n .  
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A N e w  Method of E x a m i n i n g  the S t i m u l a t o r y  Effect of Serratia marcescens  Endotox in  on N o n -  
Specif ic  Res i s tance  to Infection 

Owing  to t h e  wide  r a n g e  of t h e i r  biological  ac t iv i t ies ,  
e n d o t o x i n s  p r e p a r e d  f rom G r a m  nega t i ve  b a c t e r i a  h a v e  
been  a t  t h e  cen t re  of i n t e r e s t  for t h e  r ecen t  decade.  
Severa l  a u t h o r s  h a v e  r epo r t ed  increased  res i s t ance  of 
e n d o t o x i n - t r e a t e d  e x p e r i m e n t a l  an i m a l s  to  va r ious  
bac te r i a l  1, ~, v i r a l  a, 4 a n d  Iunga l  5, 6 infect ions.  

B u t  i t  h a s  supposed  to be  a non-specif ic  res is tance-  
inc reas ing  effect  whose  m e c h a n i s m  has  no t  ye t  been  
u n e q u i v o c a l l y  clarified. T he  p r e s en t  p a p e r  is a r e p o r t  of 
s tud ies  or/ t he  m e c h a n i s m  of ac t ion  of t he  increase  of 
non-speci f ic  r es i s t ance  to  in fec t ion  b y  e n d o t o x i n  pre-  
t r e a t m e n t .  

Material and method. T he  e x p e r i m e n t s  were pe r fo rmed  
on  r a n d o m i z e d  male  W i s t a r  r a t s  we igh ing  100-150 g. 
T r y p a n o s o m a  e q u i p e r d u m  s t r a i n  m a i n t a i n e d  in th i s  
l a b o r a t o r y  in mouse  passages  since 1942 was used for  
infect ion.  Th i s  p r o t o z o o n  deve lops  exclus ive ly  in t he  
b lood  a n d  ha s  no  i n t r ace l l u l a r  s tage  and,  be ing  v e r y  
small ,  can  be  read i ly  c o u n t e d  in a B u e r k e r  c o u n t i n g  
c h a m b e r .  

Male rats ,  100-150 g, were g iven  i.v. f resh  in fec ted  
b lood  o b t a i n e d  b y  ca rd iac  punc t ion ,  w i t h  t h e  in i t i a l  
c o u n t  a d j u s t e d  to  2 • 10~/ml. I n  t h e  b lood  of t he  in fec ted  
an ima l s  t r y p a n o s o m e  c o u n t s  were d e t e r m i n e d  .at 1 h 
in te rva l s .  The  b lood samples  t a k e n  f rom t h e  ta i !  ve in  
were  d i lu ted  200-fold w i t h  low h e p a r i n  c o n t a i n i n g  sal ine 
a n d  the  ac t ive ly  m o v i n g  o rgan i sms  were c o u n t e d  in a 
B u e r k e r  chamber .  T he  l imi t  of e r ror  of th i s  m e t h o d  was 
4 - 5 % .  

The  e n d o t o x i n  used in t he  e x p e r i m e n t s  was  e x t r a c t e d  
f rom Serratia marcescens w i t h  B o i v i n  and  M e s r o b e a n u ' s  
me thod .  1 ml  of t he  p r e p a r a t i o n  c o n t a i n e d  ac t ive  sub-  
s tance  f rom 4 •  10 ~ germs.  I t s  M L D  for t h e  r a t  was  
0.5 ml /100 g. The  an ima l s  were t r e a t e d  w i t h  r i s ing doses 
of e n d o t o x i n  on  6 occasions  a t  48 h in te rva l s .  The  l a s t  
dose, wh ich  was twofold  of t i le MLD, caused  no  s y m p t o m s ,  
i nd i ca t i ng  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  oI e n d o t o x i n  to l e rance  in t h e  
m e a n t i m e .  I n t r a v e n o u s  in fec t ion  w i t h  t r y p a n o s o m e s  was 
car r ied  ou t  48 h a f t e r  t h e  l a s t  e n d o t o x i n  dose. 

Results and discussion. Pr io r  t o  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t s  t he  
cha rac t e r i s t i c  p roper t i e s  of t h e  Trypanosoma s t r a i n  were 
de t e rmined .  The  g r o w t h  curves  in  con t ro l  r a t s  i nd i ca t ed  
a n  i m m e d i a t e  l oga r i t hmic  rep l i ca t ion  of t he  t r y p a n o s o m e s  ; 
t hus  in t he  con t ro l  g roup  t he  an ima l s  d ied  a t  a t r y p a n o -  
some c o u n t  of 2-2.5 • 109/ml blood. F r o m  the  g r o w t h  
curves  p lo t t ed  ou t  f rom t r y p a n o s o m e  coun t s  in  26 ra ts ,  t h e  
dup l i ca t ion  t i m e  of t r y p a n o s o m e s  was  assessed as 5.5 h 
and  t he  t a n g e n s  a l p h a  of t he  l oga r i t hmic  phase  as 0.05477. 

l R.M. CONDINE, S. J. ZAK, R. A. GOOD, Feder. Proc. 14, 459 (1955). 
D. ROWLEY, Lancet 7, 232 (1955). 
H. S. GINSBERG, W. 1 ~. GOEBEL and F. L. HORSFALL, J. exp. Med. 
87, 385 (1948). 

4 R. R. WAGNER, R. M, SNYDER, ]~. W. HOOK, C. N. LUTTRELL, 
J. Immun. 83, 87 (1959). 
H. F. HASENCLEVER and W. O. MITCHELE, J. Bact. 84, 1325 (1962). 

6 H. F. HASENeLEVER, J. Bact. 85, 1088 (1963). 
7 H. M~HLPFOnUT, Z. Tropenmed. Parasit. 75, 145 (1964). 


